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Top: The Loggans Roundabout. HaYle town logo planted 4 June and photographed 11 June 2009 
Centre: Botanist and broadcaster, David Bellamy, visits the Hayle Library Wildlife Garden with Hayle in 

Bloom chair, Margaret Tanner on 20 June 2009. ȰWhoever designed this garden knew what they 
were doing ɀ )ȭÖÅ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÓÐÏÔÔÅÄ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÂÅÅȱ, said David. 

Bottom:  View across Copperhouse Pool, 3 October 2008 
Small images: (Top right) Hayle lead gardener, Mike Kemp, gets interviewed for BBC Spotlight.  (Other images) 

Wild and cultivated plants around Hayle. 
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Welcome to Hayle 

 
 

Hayle (or Heyl, meaning estuary in the ancient Cornish language) has a long and remarkable 

history.  A site of settlement since the Bronze Age, Irish and Breton sailors called here as early 

as 1500BC to collect Cornish tin. In Roman times, large ships sailed up the estuary to St. Erth 

and by 500AD early Christian missionaries from Ireland were landing in the Heyl estuary. 

In the Middle Ages, six great manors covered the area of the town, but Hayle is really a product 

of the 18th and 19th centuries, when the town was at the forefront of the Industrial Revolution.  

The port fed the mines of West Cornwall with coal and timber and iron foundries at either end 

of the town developed communities around them. In the west, Harvey and Co. of Hayle 

worked with Richard Trevithick and built pumping engines and mining equipment which they 

sold worldwide; at the eastern end, the Cornish Copper Company also made iron goods, 

including chains for BrunelȭÓ #ÌÉÆÔÏÎ ÓÕÓÐÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÂÒÉÄÇÅȟ and later specialised in beaten copper. 

Quays and wharves were built, the Steam Packet ran to Bristol and an early railway carried 

goods inland. The historic importance of our harbour has been recognised as part of the Devon 

and Cornwall Mining World Heritage Site. The estuary is now a protected reserve managed by 

the RSPB and attracts birds and their watchers in large numbers. This includes Copperhouse 

Pool, bordered by the subtropical King George V Memorial walk with its astonishing display of 

flowers and plants. 

The Towans (Cornish for sand dunes) that were once the site for mines, and early in the 20th 

century an explosives works, now provide a huge variety of recreational opportunities. One of 

the finest stretches of beach in the country, swimming, surfing, sand yachting, kite surfing 

(and kite flying) are all available - as are most water activities. 

Although proud of its past, Hayle is a forward-looking town. With a proposed redevelopment 

of the harbour area and regeneration of the town centre, and with the support of Hayle in 

"ÌÏÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ many organisations, Hayle will become an even better place to live, work 

and visit.  
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Introduction 
History  

Hayle's Britain in Bloom Group was formed in January 2000 with the aim to enter the Britain in 

Bloom Competitions and to enhance and beautify our town of Hayle here in Cornwall.  We 

received strong support from the town council then and continue to do so now. The first 

meeting of the group was not held until January 2001 when a 'working party' was set up and 

our first entry , which was judged on 26 July, gained a Highly Commended Award. 

Our 2nd year of entry into the Britain in Bloom Competition was in July 2002 and at the 

Awards Presentation at the Bath & West Show Showground in Somerset on Friday 06 

September, Hayle won a Silver Gilt Award and also the Sargent Trophy for outstanding effort 

and dedication from a competition entry.  

In 2003 we achieved the coveted Gold Award and also the London & Manchester Trophy for 

outstanding contribution to environmental initiative for small Towns/Villages . 

In 2004 and 2005 we were received Silver-Gilt  awards and also grants from B&Q for £2,500 

ÅÎÁÂÌÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÅÎÈÁÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ ÏÐÅÎ-air swimming pool. We also received 

a grant from the Liveability Fund for £2,040 towards purchasing various items of tools, planters 

and other horticultural equipment.  

2006 was a banner year in which we achieved not only a Gold Award but also the Abbiss Cup 

for the best municipal planting of a Roundabout. Our Roundabout at Loggans was voted the 

best in the whole of the South West.  We also received a Neighbourhood Award for our Adopt -

a-Plot scheme and our entry from the Schools Painting Competition by Victoria Emberson 

from Hayle Community School won first prize . 

In 2007 we were entered in the National Competition for the first time and achieved a 

respectable Silver-Gilt .  In the SWTA competition we again achieved Gold.  And Marjorie 

Roberts, our Chair, was awarded the Shredded Wheat Community Champion prize. 

At the South West in Bloom awards presentations in Plymouth on the 18th of September, 2008, 

Hayle heard that it had again been awarded a Gold in its category and then received the 

astounding news that we have taken the SWTA Cup! The judges praised Hayle's work and gave 

honourable mentions to our web site and portfolio. 

Major Projects/Successes Through The Years 

Some of the major projects that have helped to brighten up the town over recent years are 

highlighted below.  More details of some of these are included later in this portfolio. 

 Adopt-a-Plot scheme which has encouraged over 25 volunteer gardeners to give their 

time to beautifying Hayle. 

 Town Branding: standardised logo, colour, flags, banners and documents give a 

consistent image of the town. 

 Streetscape: improvement of the street furniture at Copperhouse and complete 

renovation of Foundry Square. 

 Hayle Townscape Heritage Initiative: restoration and renovation of important 

historical buildings throughout the town with an emphasis on traditional shop fronts.  
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 Millpond : restoration and on-going maintenance of this historic pond, now an 

important nature reserve and recreational area. 

 (ÁÒÖÅÙȭÓ &ÏÕÎÄÒÙ 4ÒÕÓÔ: restoration of the historical heart of Foundry providing  

ÅÍÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÖÅȾ×ÏÒË ÕÎÉÔÓ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ (ÁÙÌÅȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ 

 Harbour Development and Regeneration of World Heritage Site: Hayle Harbour is now 

part of the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Site in 

recognition of the major role it played during the industrial revolution. The planned 

harbour development will restore many of the important historical features of the 

harbour. 

 Breathing Spaces: design and implementation of a butterfly and wildlife garden at 

Hayle library providing a habitat for wildflowers and a host of insects. 

 Swimming Pool: landscaping, decorating and planting of the open-air swimming pool 

and surrounding area.  Now offering free swimming to over 60s. 

 Dial-a-Ride: offering a flexible solution to the transport needs of local residents.  Of 

special benefit to the elderly and infirm. 

 New Boat Planter: Hayle Harbour Management Ltd. has provided a new boat on the 

Carnsew Road helping to improve the western approaches to the town. 

 Grants: We have received substantial grants from Hayle Town Council, Hayle Area Plan 

Partnership, Cornwall Council and the Hayle and District Chamber of Commerce. 

 Foundry Trees: Following the Foundry Square refurbishment we supported the 

installation of eight large tubs planted with  hardy trees to provide greenery in the area. 

 Schools: excellent involvement of local schools including adopt-a-plot and the painting 

competitions.  Penpol School is producing a video of the wildlife garden which will be 

put on YouTube.  Bodriggy School is continuing its successful adopt-a-plot on the King 

George V Memorial Walk. 

Number of Volunteers 

We have over 25 adopt-a-plotters and at least 30 other active supporters plus several classes of 

schoolchildren.  The numbers continue to grow every year as do the number of corporate 

sponsors.  New corporate sponsors for 2009 include Wyevale Garden Centre and the Haven 

Holiday Park. 

Key Community Partnerships 

 Hayle Rose and Cabbage Horticultural Society: active members 

 Hayle Flower Club: adopting the Touch and Scent Garden 

 Chamber of Commerce: supporting with p osters, donations and publicity 

 Day Care Centre: support and elder involvement 

 Probation Service: young offender involvement 

 Hayle Youth Project: youth projects 

Fund Raising and Support 

 Chamber of Commerce 

 Hayle Town Council  

 Cornwall Council/Penwith District Council  

 Hayle Area Plan Partnership  
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Review of the Past Year 
 Hayle in Bloom meets every month on the last Monday.  Attendance grows to over 30. 

 September 2008: ÔÈÅ 0ÒÅÓÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÏÎ (ÁÙÌÅȭÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈ×ÅÓÔ ÉÎ "ÌÏÏÍ 

competition.  

 October/November 2008: Foundry Square trees are installed thanks to donations from 

local organisations. 

 December 2008: planting commences in readiness for Spring. 

 January 2009: review of the unkempt wall opposite Beatrice Terrace leads to funding for 

tidy up and new tree planting. 

 January 2009: a prolonged cold spell leads to the total destruction of our succulents ɀ a 

prime feature of the King George V Memorial Walk.  Donations are quickly received to 

ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ (ÅÁÄ 'ÁÒÄÅÎÅÒ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÃÉÄÅÎÔ ÁÓ ȰÁ ÐÌÁÎÔÉÎÇ 

ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙȦȱ 

 February 2009: the month started with  snow and ended with flowers blooming.  The Hayle 

in Bloom team prepares its plans for the season. 

 March/April 2009: daffodils pop up all over Penwith and adopt-a-plotters start preparing 

their beds for planting.  Fifteen Hayle in Bloom members attend John 7ÈÅÁÔÌÅÙȭÓ ÂÒÉÅÆÉÎÇ 

on the Britain in Bloom competition.  

 May 2009: no sooner had several thousand pounds worth of plants been put in the ground 

than they were stolen!  Local garden centre Wyevale came to our aid by offering some 

replacements but locals were incensed at the idea that someone was robbing Hayle of so 

much of beauty.  A week later, almost 90% of the plants were returned, not too much the 

worse for wear.  The press and the TV liked the story and we gained some wonderful 

publicity.  

 June 2009: benches get mended and repainted.  The roundabout is prepared for the 

ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒȭÓ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ  (ÁÙÌÅ ÉÎ "ÌÏÏÍ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÅÓ Á $-Day celebration at the Wildlife Garden to 

encourage new visitors.  Botanist and broadcaster, David Bellamy, visits Hayle and the 

wildlife g arden ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÆÕÌÌ ÏÆ ÐÒÁÉÓÅȢ  $ÁÖÉÄȭÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÍÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ (ÁÙÌÅ ÇÏÅÓ ÂÁÃË Á ÌÏÎÇ ×ÁÙ 

and includes handing over the £1 to buy Copperhouse Pool and Lelant Water for the RSPB 

from Peter de Savary.  The Haven Holiday Park hosts a Green Weekend to promote a wide 

range of environmental initiatives including beach cleanups, wildlife walks, recycling and 

sustainability. 

  

The Dog Warden helps keep the beach clean David Bellamy at the Wildlife Garden 

 

  3.6.09 20.06.09 
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The Year in Pictures 

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2008  

  

Foundry Square before the trees Taking delivery of the eight trees 

DECEMBER 2008  

  

The beds are prepared The boat on Penpol Terrace is planted 

JANUARY 2009 ς DISASTER STRIKES!  

  

The succulents in November 2008 After the snow and frost, 14 January 

 

 The unusual sub-zero temperatures in January put an end to the 
succulents throughout Hayle ɀ even on the sheltered Memorial Walk 

14.11.08 14.11.08 

19.12.08 19.12.08 

21.11.08 14.1.09 
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JANUARY 2009  

  

Discussing how to tidy up Beatrice Terrace We agree to cut back and plant new trees 

FEBRUARY 2009  

  

Snow on February 3rd Mel George plants his Adopt-A-Plot 

MARCH 2009  

  

Spring arrives on Penpol Terrace A local crop of daffodils 

  

The cold temperatures in January also triggered many of our exotics to 
flower ɀ some, like the furcraea, as their final act before dying off. 

16.1.09 16.1.09 

 

3.2.09 27.2.09 

2.3.09 12.3.09 
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APRIL 2009  

  

Blossoms at the harbour Our treasurer, Pam, tackles her plot 

MAY 2009  

  

Recycling is available on camp sites We hit the headlines! 

JUNE 2009  

  

Time to spruce up the benches Margaret gets on the tellie 

 

 Hayle Estuary provides the first resting place for many migratory birds. In the 
winter you can see Wigeon, Teal, Shelduck, Dunlin and Curlew 

1.6.09 10.6.09 

23.5.09 9.5.09 

2.4.09 22.4.09 
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Achievements 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿ ŦƻǊ нллфΚ 

Banners and Flags Around Town  [ l ] 

Hayle continues its 

branding project by adding colourful 

banners in Foundry Square, the Recreation 

Ground, the Commercial Road car park and 

at the swimming pool. 

 

 

 

New Corporate Sponsors with Strong Environmental Credentials  [ l  l ] 

We are delighted to welcome Wyevale Garden Centre and the Haven Holiday Park as 

corporate sponsors. 

Wyevale was extremely quick to offer help following the theft of our plants 

and has also taken on an Adopt-a-Plot at Foundry Square. 

The Haven Holiday Park is an exemplar of how to run a business in an 

environmentally  friendly way.  They not only manage their business with 

regard to the environment but they also encourage their visitors to recycle, respect the 

environment and to have car-free days.  Manager June Donnery also helped Hayle in Bloom to 

have David Bellamy visit our projects, especially the Wildlife Garden. 

 

  In Roman times, large ships sailed up the estuary to St Erth and by 500AD early 
Christian missionaries from Ireland were landing in the Heyl estuary. 

 

22.4.09 
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Harbour Development and Regeneration of WHS  [ l ] 

ING Real Estate UK Ltd. has now received outline planning permission for a £210 million 

development at Hayle Harbour.   

The project will redevelop the harbour area and renovate the damaged harbour walls.  There 

will be over a thousand new dwellings as well as industrial, office and retail developments.  

The plans are now being reviewed and discussed in the Hayle Area Plan Partnership meetings 

(see below) and a decision is expected by the end of the year. 

Free Swimming for Over 60s  [ l ] 

Although we technicaÌÌÙ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÑÕÁÌÉÆÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÆÒÅÅ ÏÖÅÒ-60 swimming initiative, 

we made enough fuss that Cornwall Council will provide the funding to enable it for 2009. 

New Boat on Carnsew Road [ l ] 

Thanks to Hayle Harbour Management Limited we now a new boat to plant on the western 

side of Hayle.  It is in an excellent location on the entrance to Hayle and will give a good 

impression to visitors arriving from St. Ives. 

 

Copperhouse Pool has been a Site of Special Scientific Interest 
ÓÉÎÃÅ ίηγί ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÓÏÌÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 230" ÆÏÒ Πί ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ίηζήȭÓȢ 










































