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Welcome to Hayle 

 
 

Hayle (or Heyl, meaning estuary in the ancient Cornish language) has a long and remarkable 

history.  A site of settlement since the Bronze Age, Irish and Breton sailors called here as early 

as 1500BC to collect Cornish tin. In Roman times, large ships sailed up the estuary to St. Erth 

and by 500AD early Christian missionaries from Ireland were landing in the Heyl estuary. 

In the Middle Ages, six great manors covered the area of the town, but Hayle is really a product 

of the 18th and 19th centuries, when the town was at the forefront of the Industrial Revolution. 

The port fed the mines of West Cornwall with coal and timber and iron foundries at either end 

of the town developed communities around them. In the west, Harvey and Co. of Hayle 

worked with Richard Trevithick and built pumping engines and mining equipment which they 

sold worldwide; at the eastern end, the Cornish Copper Company also made iron goods, 

including chains for Brunel and later specialised in beaten copper. Quays and wharves were 

built, the Steam Packet ran to Bristol and an early railway carried goods inland. The historic 

importance of our harbour has been recognised as part of the Devon and Cornwall Mining 

World Heritage Site. The estuary is now a protected reserve managed by the RSPB and attracts 

birds and their watchers in large numbers. This includes Copperhouse Pool, bordered by the 

subtropical King George V Memorial walk with its astonishing display of flowers and plants. 

The Towans (Cornish for sand dunes) that were once the site for mines and early in the 20th 

century an explosives works, now provide a huge variety of recreational opportunities. One of 

the finest stretches of beach in the country, swimming, surfing, sand yachting, kite surfing 

(and flying) are all available as are most water activities. 

Although proud of its past, Hayle is a forward-looking town. With a proposed redevelopment 

of the harbour area and regeneration of the town centre, and with the support of Hayle in 

"ÌÏÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ Hayle will become an even better place to live, work 

and visit.  
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿ for 2008? 

Hayle in Bloom Log o 

This year the Hayle in Bloom committee looked at a number of 

designs for a logo.  The final choice was designed by Ingrid Kemp, 

wife of head gardener, Mike Kemp. 

The colour of the outer ring was chosen to be the same as the 

Hayle town logo to help give a consistent feel to signs around the 

town. 

Town Guide  

The Hayle Town Council has produced a Town Guide which includes a page on Hayle in 

Bloom.  The colourful guide presents Hayle as an excellent place to live in and to visit and 

encourages businesses to relocate here. 

  

Town Logo  

The Hayle Area Plan Partnership, which is responsible for the 

Hayle and district plan for the period 2006-2026, has endorsed 

the town logo produced with the help of Nixon Design of Hayle.  

The copyright in the logo now resides with the Hayle Town 

Council who will ensure that it is used appropriately. 
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AND HERE IS THE TOWN LOGO AT THE CARWIN RISE ROUNDABOUT SOON AFTER PLANTING. 

Community Involvement and Projects 
ADOPT-A-PLOT 

The Hayle in Bloom Adopt-a-Plot scheme continues to grow from year to year.  We now have 

34 members tending plots around the town from Copperhouse to Foundry and all along the 

King George the Fifth  Memorial Walk.  Under the guidance of head gardener Mike Kemp, the 

adopt-a-plotters weed, plant and tend the plots to give the gardeners an opportunity to use 

their skills elsewhere.  The Adopt-a-Plot scheme is managed by Ann Foreman who, even in her 

ninth decade, still sets us a fine example.  Volunteers have recorded almost 1,000 hours of work 

over the year. 

SUSTAINABLE PLANTING PROJECT 

In 2007 an old boat was given to Hayle in Bloom and is sponsored by Paradise Park. It is sited 

on the grass verge next to Jewsons, and the wall behind the boat was cleared of a huge amount 

of ivy and brambles by young offenders under the supervision of the Probation Service. It was 

then painted by them with paint donated by Jewsons. 

The boat was decked out by Jeff Turk, Dick Horwell and Richard Dungey with wood donated 

by Bigglestonȭs. The soil 

was donated by Chris 

Lello. 

It was planted by 

Paradise Park head 

gardener, Chris Griffin, 

using all sustainable 

planting. It is looked after 

by a member of Hayle in 

Bloom's Adopt-a-Plot 

scheme. Due to the 

superb selection of 

flowers, grasses and herbs 

the only attention needed 

is a little weeding.  
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WILDLIFE  GARDEN 

Thanks to a Big Lottery Fund grant we have been able to design and build a wildlife garden 

with a special emphasis on attracting butterflies.  The garden has been created behind the 

Hayle Library adjacent to Copperhouse Pool and combines stone walls, hedges, paths, seats 

and a shelter to provide an ideal place for wildlife and a calm, relaxing environment for 

humans to watch them. 

The project was supported by Hayle and district schools and there is more information in the 

Ȭ3ÃÈÏÏÌ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔÓȭ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÏÏËȢ 

HAYLE D IAL -A-RIDE  

The Hayle area Dial-A-Ride scheme was 

launched in March 2005 as a flexible, 

innovative solution to transport 

difficulties facing residents in the area. 

The project is operated using a 12-seater 

minibus, with a part -time paid co-

ordinator and driver, supplemented by 

additional volunteer drivers and office 

workers.  

The project was supported by both 

capital and revenue funding from the 

County Council, along with financial 

contributions from the Countryside 

Agency, Jobcentre Plus and Surestart.  

The service provides a feeder link into the local bus and rail network for workers and college 

students at core travel-to-work times. During the mornings after 9 am, a service is provided 

into Hayle for shopping, doctors' appointments and other facilities in the town. Special priority 

booking arrangements for dial-a-ride passengers have been made for appointments at the local 

GP surgery. In the afternoons, more specialised transport is provided, for example for a 

Surestart swimming club, older people's friendship club in St Erth, and excursions to nearby 

towns and attractions. In the evenings and at weekends, the minibus is available for hire by 

local organisations.  

SWIMMING POOL PROJECT 

The Hayle Swimming Pool was looking very tired when Hayle in Bloom sought a community 

grant from B&Q.  The grant was received and included plants and materials.  This year Jewsons 

donated the paint to give a second coat. 

The before and after pictures are shown below.  Hayle in Bloom members John Coombe and 

Dick Horwell did most of the pai nting and restoration of the swimming pool.  Jeff and Sarah 

Turk did a lot of the original planting and adopt -a-plotters Mary Coad and Lyn Pollack (shown 

below) have kept the area in good shape. 
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BUSINESSES 

BON AER is a care and nursing home for the elderly on Station Hill in Foundry. The owners, 

Sarah and Tony Metalle have created a pleasant garden for, and with the help of, the residents.  

We hope to include Bon Aer on the judging route in 2009.  

Please see the photographs on page 12. 
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PARADISE PARK 

Paradise Park has always been a strong supporter of Hayle in Bloom and is itself an exemplar of 

conservation, good management and skilled gardening.  Hayle in Bloom is proud to be 

associated with Paradise Park. 

For more on Paradise Park, please see www.paradisepark.org.uk. 
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 HAYLE ROSE AND CABBAGE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Hayle in Bloom works closely with the Hayle Rose & Cabbage Horticultural Society and we 

share many members. 

The Rose & Cabbage Society puts on a programme of lectures and activities throughout the 

year, runs an annual Summer Show (now in its 36th year) during Heylfest week  and sponsors a 

host of prizes for flowers, fruit, gardens, hanging baskets and much more. 

 

  

ONE OF THE ROSE &  CABBAGE SOCIETYȭS PRIZE W INNING GARDENS 


