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Welcome to Hayle 

 
 

Hayle (or Heyl, meaning estuary in the ancient Cornish language) has a long and remarkable 

history.  A site of settlement since the Bronze Age, Irish and Breton sailors called here as early 

as 1500BC to collect Cornish tin. In Roman times, large ships sailed up the estuary to St. Erth 

and by 500AD early Christian missionaries from Ireland were landing in the Heyl estuary. 

In the Middle Ages, six great manors covered the area of the town, but Hayle is really a product 

of the 18th and 19th centuries, when the town was at the forefront of the Industrial Revolution. 

The port fed the mines of West Cornwall with coal and timber and iron foundries at either end 

of the town developed communities around them. In the west, Harvey and Co. of Hayle 

worked with Richard Trevithick and built pumping engines and mining equipment which they 

sold worldwide; at the eastern end, the Cornish Copper Company also made iron goods, 

including chains for Brunel and later specialised in beaten copper. Quays and wharves were 

built, the Steam Packet ran to Bristol and an early railway carried goods inland. The historic 

importance of our harbour has been recognised as part of the Devon and Cornwall Mining 

World Heritage Site. The estuary is now a protected reserve managed by the RSPB and attracts 

birds and their watchers in large numbers. This includes Copperhouse Pool, bordered by the 

subtropical King George V Memorial walk with its astonishing display of flowers and plants. 

The Towans (Cornish for sand dunes) that were once the site for mines and early in the 20th 

century an explosives works, now provide a huge variety of recreational opportunities. One of 

the finest stretches of beach in the country, swimming, surfing, sand yachting, kite surfing 

(and flying) are all available as are most water activities. 

Although proud of its past, Hayle is a forward-looking town. With a proposed redevelopment 

of the harbour area and regeneration of the town centre, and with the support of Hayle in 

"ÌÏÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ Hayle will become an even better place to live, work 

and visit.  
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�t�Z���š�[�•���E���Á for 2008? 

Hayle in Bloom Log o 

This year the Hayle in Bloom committee looked at a number of 

designs for a logo.  The final choice was designed by Ingrid Kemp, 

wife of head gardener, Mike Kemp. 

The colour of the outer ring was chosen to be the same as the 

Hayle town logo to help give a consistent feel to signs around the 

town. 

Town Guide  

The Hayle Town Council has produced a Town Guide which includes a page on Hayle in 

Bloom.  The colourful guide presents Hayle as an excellent place to live in and to visit and 

encourages businesses to relocate here. 

  

Town Logo  

The Hayle Area Plan Partnership, which is responsible for the 

Hayle and district plan for the period 2006-2026, has endorsed 

the town logo produced with the help of Nixon Design of Hayle.  

The copyright in the logo now resides with the Hayle Town 

Council who will ensure that it is used appropriately. 


